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October 6, 2015

Guy Ryder, Director General Ahmed Shaheed
International Labour Organisation (ILO) UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of
4 route des Morillons Human Rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
CH-1211 Geneve 22 OHCHR - Palais Wilson
Switzerland United Nations Office at Geneva
CH-1211 Gengve 10
Switzerland
Via email: ilo@ilo.org
Via email: contactus@shaheedoniran.org /
Sr.Iran@ohchr.org
Dear Mr. Ryder and Mr. Shaheed:
Subject: Death of Trade Unionist Shahrokh Zamani In Iranian Prison

The Vancouver and District Labour Council is a federation of over 100 trade unions,
representing 60,000 unionized workers, in Vancouver, British Columbia.

It has come to our attention that labour activist Shahrokh Zamani died under suspicious
circumstances in the Rajace Shahr Prison on September 13, 2015. We find incredulous the claim
by prison authorities that he died as a result of a stroke.

Mr. Zamani’s death adds to  long list of Iranian trade union leaders and activists who have becn
disappeared or incarcerated, tortured, and murdered. The authorities typically report the deaths as
resulting from natural causes.

In this case, Mr. Zamani began an eleven year prison sentence in 2011. His “crime” was to
defend workers’ and human rights, organizing the Painters’ Union and other worker
organizations. Within a year of incarceration, he wrote an open letter to labour and human rights
organizations detailing the torture he’d endured in prison and calling for the release of political
prisoners from Iranian jails.

Subsequently, he was moved to several different prisons, continued to suffer torture and
deprivation, and refused medical care.
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Throughout, he refused to be silenced and became recognized as a strong and outspoken
advocate for human rights in his country.

His death must not be in vain. We ask that you insist on a thorough and impartial investigation
into the death of Shahrokh Zamani at the hands of the Iranian regime, and further call for the
release of all political prisoners, respect for human rights, and freedom of assembly.

Yours truly,
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Hartman
President

cc: VDLC Executive




